



































Sacred Weart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and’ one 
dozen Vizil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 
Lea Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Hl. 
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Ecclesiastical Fabrics | Picture of the 


Liturgical Colors 


| Immaculate Heart 


GOLD BROCADES of Mary 
Bandings — Emblems A truly inspiring representa- 


tion of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, beautifully lithographed 
Ecclesiastical Trimmings in 8 colors, with an oil painting 
effect finish. Requires no glass 
for framing. Size, 15 x 20 in. 
Thomas OF Blake PRICES: Unframed, $3.00; 
Framed, $5.00; Holy Card size, 
“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” $3.50 per 100, or 5¢ each. 
Order from: 
National Center of the Enthronement 


4930 South Dakota Ave., N.E. 
OR: Washington, 17, D.C. 


LINENS 


(Prompt Deliveries) 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual | 
$66 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 














ROSARIES RECHAINED 


Your Rosary rechained in sterling silver, $1.00. 

Rosaries repaired; missing beads supplied. 

Rosary made from your necklace, $1.00. Add 25¢ if you do not supply 
Crucifix. 

Send to: J. RANDALL, 815 Sergeant, Joplin Missouri 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorizéd July 17, 1918. 








Premiums 
for Mav 


For ONE Subscription 


Immaculate Heart of Mary — A holy-card size picture of the Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary, richly colored and truly inspiring. OR:— 


Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity — A booklet on the sublime 
Mystery of the Trinity, Its operations, and wonderful graces to be 
derived from devotion to the Blessed Trinity. OR:— 


Devotion to the Holy Ghost — A booklet explaining the marvelous 
work of the Holy Spirit in the soul, His gifts and fruits, with many 
prayers. OR:— 


Assorted Bookmarks — A packet of attractively printed book- 
marks, with encouraging verses and spiritual thoughts. OR:— 


Infant of Prague Torpedo Pencil — Consists of a white plastic 
pencil holder, bearing an image of the Divine Infant in blue, with the 
inscription: The more you honor Me, the more I will bless you, to- 
gether with pencil’ that may be inserted in two ways for writing, and 
eraser. 





For TWO Subscriptions 


To Jesus through Mary and Communion Devotions in Union with 
Mary — Two excellent booklets for May. The first contains St. Grig- 
non de Montfort’s “secret of grace;’’ the second, offers a wide selec- 
tion of special prayers in the spirit of De Montfort in preparation and 
thanksgiving for Holy Communion. OR:— 


Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for All the Feasts of the Blessed 
Virgin — An exceptional series of novenas and triduums, in the spirit 
of the Liturgy, for forty of Our Lady’s major and minor feasts; also 
an explanation of perfect consecration to Mary, with beautiful prayers. 
OR:— 

Mother Most Admirable — A beautiful picture of Mary as a Queen, 
seated on a throne and holding the Child Jesus. 9 x 14 inches. Sepia. 


For 5 Subscriptions 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart — A sepia print of original painting 
from the gifted brush of Baroness von Oer. The Blessed Mother is 
seated among clouds, with the Child Jesus standing on her knee, with 
outstretched arms, His Sacred Heart exposed, encircled with rays and 
thorns. 18 x 26 inches. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Gabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 44 May, 1948 No. 1 


og MOY s Konth 


oko oson 


HE CHURCH fittingly dedicates May, the love- 
"2 liest month of the year, to Mary, our Queen and 
Mother. During May, nature in her verdant 
beauty proclaims the wondrous creative work 
of God. Mary, the Queen of May, in her beau- 
tiful purity of soul, her perfect obedience to 
and love for God, not only shows forth the ennobling effects of God’s 
grace in the soul, but likewise His infinite love for men. As loving 
clients of Mary, we should pray fervently to her during this month and 
strive more earnestly to imitate her virtues, especially her purity, her 
humility and her faith, for our Blessed Mother exalts purity in an age 
of passion; she exalts humility in an age of pride; she exalts the super- 
natural in an age of disbelief. 

Mary is in a special way Patron and Protectress of America, which 
in God’s Providence has long been happily dedicated to her under the 
title of her Immaculate Conception. Under her banner, then, we Ameri- 
can Catholics must wage a relentless fight against the vices of a god- 
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less civilization; against materialism and religious indifference; against 
the temptations of intemperance, indecency, impurity, and false doc- 
trine; against the ever-changing phases of sin in mankind. Under the 
banner of Our Lady, let each and every Catholic storm heaven with 
prayers, especially with her favorite prayer, the Rosary, that peace may 
be granted through her intercession to the world. During this month 
dedicated to her, let us earnestly beg her as the Queen of Peace to pro- 
tect this, her land, and to preserve concord among its citizens who have 
descended from so many nationalities, that all may live together peace- 
fully, acknowledging God as the Father of us all, and recognizing in 
each fellow-citizen a brother in Jesus Christ. 

But let us equally implore this favor from Mary for the em- 
bittered hearts of mankind throughout all Christendom. For the storm 
clouds of another war grow ever more threatening. “The world’s only 
hope is a miracle,” declared Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen in a radio address 
given during his 1947 Lenten series on the Catholic Hour. “Only God 
can stop it, and He will through our Blessed Mother. We cannot con- 
jecture how the miracle will happen, but it is certain that, if Russia 
ever received again the gift of Faith, it could lead the world to peace... 
Mexico was converted through a revelation at Guadalupe. Pagan Rome 
was converted after it persecuted the Church for three hundred years. 
Atheistic Russia is no less beyond the power of God’s grace.” Then ap- 
pealing to the whole nation to turn to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
and to give a true social manifestation of love for God in order to 
move His almighty power to make this miracle come to pass, Msgr. 
Sheen recalled how the two miraculous manifestations of Our Lady at 
Lourdes and at Fatima were given to the world when it was most in 
need of them. “The one,” he said, “took place in the year when the 
ideas which made our modern world were born; the other in the year 
when those ideas were translated into action.” 


Deploring the heedlessness of mankind to the Blessed Mother’s 
appeal at Lourdes for a return to the things of the spirit, and its mad 
onrush to false ideas which de-Christianized the world, and brought on 
it the violence of World War I, Msgr. Sheen referred to her re-appear- 
ance in 1917 at Fatima, on May 13, the very day on which our present 
Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, was consecrated a bishop, and on which 
there was reported the first outburst of religious persecution in Russia. 
He reminded his listeners of the Blessed Virgin’s prediction of the 
horrors of World War II, and of her request that Russia be consecrated 
to her Immaculate Heart and that Communion of Reparation be re- 
ceived on the first Saturday of each month, and urged all to pray 
to Mary Immaculate and to give themselves wholeheartedly to the 
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fulfilment of her requests. “We now await,” he said, “the consecration 
of Russia to the Heart of Mary, not only by the Holy Father, but by 
all the Bishops of the Church,” for this is one of the requests of the 
Blessed Virgin on which the peace of the world hinges. 

Again and again the call has gone forth from the Vatican to all 
Christians to turn to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and this especially 
during the month consecrated to her. Our Holy Father, Pius XII, has 
annually addressed a letter to the Catholic world, through His Cardi- 
nal-Secretary of State, enjoining that the month of May be devoted 
to a renewal of Christian living, and that special prayers be offered 
for peace and world security. Especially has he exhorted that innocent 
children “implore the Divine Savior, through the intercession of His 
most holy Mother, that the peoples who are the victims of discords 
and strifes and all sorts of misfortunes may finally be liberated from the 
grief they have long been suffering... and that the Mother of Divine 
Wisdom may obtain heavenly light for those whose judgments will 
decide the cause of these peoples.” (Epistle addressed to the Church 
throughout the World, on Good Shepherd Sunday, 1945.) The Pope 
further admonished: “Because it is our sins committed before God 
which keep us away from Him and drive us so wretchedly to ruin, 
it does not suffice... to offer to heaven assiduous prayers, to gather 
in great numbers before the altar, or to lay thereon offerings of flowers 
and entreaties; but it is necessary besides to renew public and private 
life with Christian morality, and thus to build the foundation upon 
which alone, not in disagreement and instability but in concordant ef- 
fort, the structure of domestic and civil life may be reared and endure.” 
Mindful also of the condition of the victims of war — prisoners, wound- 
ed, exiles and homeless — our Holy Father further begged all his 
children to leave nothing undone to alleviate the distress of these poor 


sufferers. 
Through Mary to Jesus 


Let us, therefore, heed our Holy Father’s pleadings, and make 
this month of May a month of fervent prayer to Mary Immaculate, that 
through her powerful intercession the people may return to the ways 
of Christ and from Him learn the solution of the gigantic problems 
which confront the world, and at last come to realize that the only way 
of peace is the way of Christ, who is “THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND 
THE LIFE.” In obedience to the Holy Father’s wishes, let us all raise 
our hearts and voices in fervent prayer to Mary, our all-powerful Media- 
trix, without whose love, care, and solicitude, the burdens of life 
would be unbearable and virtuous living most difficult. She knows 
our human weakness and has a sympathetic understanding of all our 
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needs and problems. And let us urge others to join us in our devo- 
tions. Ah, yes, how admirable it would be if Catholics would induce 
also their non-Catholic friends to join them in their May devotions. 
Perhaps many are waiting for just such an invitation; and who knows 
what graces Mary holds in store for such as respond? Who can guess 
what blessings will be showered upon mankind, if all will respond 
generously to Mary’s requests, and not be stinting in their love. 

Let us ask for these blessings with all confidence, “nothing doubt- 
ing” (James i. 6). Mary is all-powerful over the Heart of her Son. 
He cannot refuse her anything, and during this month, in particular, 
Mary is ever ready to reach out a helping hand to her children: 
every day of this month is her feastday, and consequently she is most 
inclined to hear our prayers. 

We offer thee this month, O Blessed Mother of God and our own 
Mother! We offer thee all the weeks, all the days, all the hours, all 
the moments, so that they may all be filled with the fragrance of thy 
sweet Name. Let it be a month of spiritual joy, a month ever bright 
with thy radiance shining upon us, O Star of the Sea, a month that 
proves thou art the Virgin Most Powerful, the Refuge of Sinners and 
the Queen of Peace! 

_—_ SOS 


“Rount of frife, and Fire of frove™ 


moot 


OD IS LOVE,” says St. John. The 
@ Father, then, is Love, the Son is 

Love, the Holy Spirit is Love. But 
the works of Divine Love, consequently, the 
operations of grace, whether on the mind or 
on the heart, are attributed to the Holy 
Ghost, although they belong equally to the 
Three Persons of the Blessed Trinity. The reason is that the Holy Ghost 
proceeds from the Father and from the Son by love, and that He is 
the substantial and reciprocal Love of both. 

Hence Jesus told His disciples that “unless a man be born again 
of water and the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” 
(John iii. 5) ; that the graces of the Divine Spirit should be like “rivers 
of .living water” (John vii. 38, 39) flowing from the hearts of the 
faithful. And St. Paul teaches that “the charity of God is poured forth 
into our hearts by the Holy Ghost who is given to us” (Rom. v. 5); 
that He is the “Spirit of wisdom and of revelation” (Eph. i. 17) ; that 
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it is He who renews us, “who helps our weakness, and pleads for us 

with unutterable groanings” (Rom. viii. 26). 
. Ignorant and impotent as we are, how ardently should we pray 
to the Holy Ghost, that “burning and shining light” which dispels the 
darkness of the understanding, and inflames and enlivens the heart. How 
fervently should we beseech Him to make us judge all things “not in 
carnal wisdom” (2 Cor. .i. 12), but in the wisdom of the Gospel; to 
direct and support our will; to render our whole conduct supernatural. 
For this is the distinctive character of the true child of God, the true 
Christian; this it is that places the distance from heaven to earth ‘be- 
tween his thoughts, his affections, his views, his desires, his. actions, 
and the thoughts, the affections, the views, the desires, and the actions 
of the worldling. 

The true Christian, in fact, thinks of God as his center; of heav- 
en as his home; of salvation as “the one thing necessary” (Luke x. 
42). If he regards creatures, it is in God and for God; to Him alone 
he attaches himself as to his Sovereign Good, as the rock which alone 
can withstand the tempestuous waves of time. The worldling, on the 
contrary, thinks of creatures, forgets heaven and salvation; he seeks 
his interest or his pleasure in all the various attachments which divide 
his heart. He desires, he covets that which disappears in the twinkling 
of an eye; he madly pursues fragile goods “which elude his grasp like 
frozen water, melting away, and leaving only defilement on the hand 
that held it.” 

The true Christian and the slave of the world often do the same 
works, transact the same business, meet with the same accidents, but 
with intentions and dispositions so dissimilar, and in a manner so dif- 
ferent, nay, so opposite, that in the hand of one they are pure gold 
for eternity, and in that of the other mere lead, which has no value 
for heaven. The one “lives in the Spirit, and walks by the Spirit,” 
(Gal. v. 25); his whole life has something noble, elevated, grand, per- 
taining to heaven, to God. The other lives but a natural life, without 
any supernatural intention or merit. 

Let us, therefore, entreat the Holy Ghost to make us act in all 
things in a supernatural manner, and never to permit us to be so un- 
fortunate as to “extinguish the Spirit” (1 Thess. v. 19) within us, or 
even to “grieve Him” (Eph. iv. 30). Let us say, with a sincere reso- 
lution of faithfully corresponding to His grace: 


Come, Holy Spirit, : 
Fount of life, and Fire of love, 
And sweet Anointing from above! 
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Come and “lead us into the right land, and quicken us in Thy justice” 
(Ps. cxlii. 10, 11). Maintain us ever in that charity which is from 
a pure heart, a good conscience, and an unfeigned faith. We even 
venture to beg of Thee that our charity “may more and more abound 
in knowledge, and in all understanding, that we may be replenished 
with the fruit of justice,”... going from “virtue to virtue, till the God 
of gods be seen in the Heavenly Sion” (Phil. i. 9, 11; Ps. lxxxiii 8). 
Let us also implore this grace through Mary, whom we honor and 
venerate as the spouse of the Holy Spirit. She could say at the ac- 
complishment of the august mystery of the incarnation, “God hath en- 
dowed me with a good dowry” (Gen. xxx. 20). And the Holy Spirit 
could say of her: “Thou art full of grace! One.is my dove, my per- 
fect one! How beautiful thou art!” 


The Pentecost Novena 


In the name of this favored Virgin, and in union with the Apostles 
who made the first novena to the Holy Spirit, let us not fail to make 
a novena to the Divine Paraclete in preparation for the Feast of Pente- 
cost — May 16. This novena was established in the very beginning 
of Christianity. In all ages and countries it has been observed by the 
faithful. Our Holy Father of blessed memory, Pope’ Leo: XIII, urged 
the practice of this novena upon the faithful in an Encyclical, issued 
May 4, 1897, and attached to its observance many indulgences.* 

The word “Pentecost” is derived from a Greek word which means 
fifty, for it is the fiftieth day after Easter. It is commonly known as 
Whitsunday in memory of the early ages of Christianity, when those 
who were baptized on the eve of this day were wont to wear a white 
robe, significant of baptismal innocence. It was also called the Feast 
of Roses, and in England and elsewhere, red roses were showered down 
upon the people during the reading of the Gospel at Holy Mass in re- 
membrance of the tongues of fire which descended upon the Apostles. 





*The indulgences given in the latest official collection “Preces et Pia 
Opera,” (#263) are as follows:— 


10 years on each day of the novena, if made publicly; plenary, once, under 
the usual conditions of confession, Communion and prayers for the Pope's in- 
tentions, if one takes part in the exercises of a public novena at least five times. 


7 years each day, if made privately. Plenary once, under the usual condi- 
tions, at the close of the novena. But if a public novena is held, this indul- 
gence can be gained only by those who are lawfully hindered from taking 
part in the same. 
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The following points may be observed with profit during the 
Pentecost Novena: 


1. Begin on Friday, the day after Ascension Thursday, May 7. 


2. Make frequent acts of contrition and avoid all sin, venial 
as well as mortal. 


3. Perform daily some act of penance; give an alms, however 
small, for the sake of sweet charity, whose source is the 
Holy Spirit. 

4. Pray for the return of heretics and schismatics to the unity 
of the Church. For yourself and the faithful, ask for 


an increase of faith, hope and charity and the seven Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. 


A Solemn Novena for Pentecost 
will be offered in each of our 


four Eucharistic Sanctuaries: 


Clyde, Missouri Mundelein, [llinois 
Tucson, Arizona Kansas City, Missouri 


from MAY 7th to MAY 15th 


We shall include in this Novena the intentions 
of all who recommend themselves to our prayers and 
who wish to unite with us in making the Novena. 
Petitions sent to us will be placed near the altar of 
exposition during the Novena, and specially recom- 
mended to the Holy Spirit. 

Any prayer desired may be used. Suitable prayers will 


be found in the booklet advertised on inside cover of this 
magazine; also leaflets may be obtained from our convent. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
Spiritual Vitamin for May 

Our Lady of Light, Spouse of the Holy Spirit, pray for us. 























MOTHER'S DAY — May 9 — gives us a welcome opportunity to show 
our love and gratitude to Mary, our Heavenly Mother, and to our natural 
mother by some special token of love, especially the offering of Holy Mass 
and Communion, the most precious of all gifts. 











Srinity uv Unity ! Unity uv Srinity! 


HE adorable mystery of the Holy Trinity, “one and in- 
divisible,” is the foundation of our religion, the source 
of all the other mysteries, and of all the Divine mer- 
cies. A day will come, if we remain faithful to the 
teachings of Holy Mother Church, when we shall see, 
without obscurity, what we now believe, and the ador- 
able Trinity will reveal to us Its ineffable secrets. We 

shall then comprehend hew the Father, knowing Himself from all eter- 
nity, necessarily begets His own image, who is the Son. We shall 
understand how this knowledge, being His own substance and absolute 
and indivisible, is communicated unreservedly and undividedly to the 

Son. We shall understand how it is that from the eternal union of 
the Father and the Son necessarily proceeds their mutual Love, who is 

the Holy Ghost; how from that union, equally absolute and indivisible, 
the Holy Ghost proceeds with the same perfections that the Son receives 
from the Father. 

But the light of heaven is not made for earth: home can never be 
found in this land of exile. Till the day of eternal happiness breaks 
and the shadows retire, till a holy death comes to rend the veil of faith 
and we “shall know God even as He knows us” (1 Cor. xiii. 12), let 
us humbly adore, -with our whole mind, the mystery which He has been 
pleased to reveal to us. Let us praise and bless Him with all our hearts 
for having’ vouchsafed to make us sharers in the Divine knowledge and 
to admit our poor understanding even into the eternal sanctuary of His 
inaccessible light. In this place of probation, in the darkness of our 
exile, we need not wonder that we cannot grasp a truth which dazzles 
the angels, and gives us reason to pine for the courts of heaven where 
we shall enjoy a spectacle so glorious. 

Unity in Trinity! Trinity in Unity! How marvelous! How in- 
comprehensible! Unity of nature in a Trinity of Persons; Trinity 
of Persons in a Unity of nature! What admirable concord, what rav- 
ishing harmony. “Yes,” says St. Augustine, “in God there is number, 
in God there is no number: when you reckon the Three Persons you 
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behold a number; when you ask what it is, you find no number: the 
answer is that it is one only God. Because They are Three, there is 
number; when you seek to examine Their nature, the number escapes; 
you find only simple Unity.” 

O Unity so inviolable that number cannot divide it! O number 
so well arranged that Unity cannot confuse! How magnificent is the 
hope of one day seeing the Blessed Trinity “face to face”! Meanwhile, 
what an ineffable grace it is, how sweet, to be able to adore God in 
Three Divine Persons with the certitude of faith, and to bless Him for 
the supernatural relationship He gives us with Himself by grace. 

The Father, by His adoption, raises us to the sublime quality of 
children of God; the Son, by the Incarnation and Redemption, mar- 
velously associates us with the Divine nature; the Holy Ghost, by the 
effusion of His charity into our hearts, establishes an admirable com- 
munication between God and us. Oh, may we ever esteem at their 
just value these Divine relationships and realize the nobility and gran- 
deur of our dignity. May we well understand that God, having raised 
us so high, all that is not God is beneath us; that, having the inestima- 
ble honor of being “children of God” (1 John iii. 1) the “brethren of 
the Son” (John xx. 17), “the temples of the Holy Ghost” (1 Cor. vi. 
19), we should ever respect ourselves as belonging to a chosen gener- 
ation, a royal priesthood, that we may manifest in ourselves the virtues 
of Christ, who has called us “out of darkness into His admirable light!” 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, who art but one and the same sub- 
stance, to Thee, the One Only God, be glory and magnificence, both 
now and forever: — to Thee, who hast honored us with the revelation 
of Thine eternal essence, to Thee who hast raised us to a superhuman 
dignity, the completion of which shall be, in heaven, a transformation 
into Thy Divine image! Before the breadth, and length, and height, 
and depth of God’s love for us, what can we do but stammer, like the 
Prophet Jeremias, accents of praise and admiration in union with Mary, 
who, herself astonished at the great things done to her, contemplates 
the ineffable Trinity in transports of gratitude and love. We adore 
the Blessed Trinity as the Alpha — the eternal Origin of all things! 
We hope one day to be united in heaven with the Blessed Trinity as 
the Omega — the eternal End of all things. Faith shows us also in 
heaven a throne where it shall be our unspeakable delight for all eter- 
nity to hymn the praises of the Blessed Trinity in union with the angels 
and saints. Let us begin here on earth to send up our humble acts of 
faith and love and adoration and praise while we wait for that blessed 
moment when we shall behold in the light of glory what now is to us 
a profound mystery of faith. 








“ACT US: CIBUS-VIATO 


Sz: a D, 











Three Thursdays 


Y HREE Thursdays are linked together in a special way on 
account of their Eucharistic associations: — Holy Thurs- 


% day, Ascension Thursday, and Corpus Christi Thursday. 
< All of them — two expressly, and one indirectly and by 
suggestion — are special reminders and memorials of 
the Holy Eucharist. These are the only Thursdays to 
which are attached religious solemnities as such, but they give the 
claims to Eucharistic devotions which the pious faithful extend in 
practice to all the Thursdays of the year. 

‘The first of these Thursdays, Maundy Thursday, to which the 
faithful have with good reason given the name “Holy Thursday,” is a 
most solemn day. It was not chosen arbitrarily to do honor to the Holy 
Eucharist, but because it was on that day that Our Lord fulfilled His 
promise and instituted this “Memorial of His Love,” on the night 
before He suffered, the eve of Good Friday. 

So, too, the feast of the Ascension is not an arbitrary feast in the 
calendar, but is kept on one fixed and determined Thursday, because 
our Savior after His Resurrection lingered another forty days in the 
desert of this world, as He had spent forty days in the desert at the 
beginning of His public life. These forty days end precisely on the 
Thursday of the sixth week of Paschaltide. It is therefore the true 
anniversary of Our Lord’s Ascension from Mt. Olivet, and we justly 
call it “Ascension Thursday.” 

The particular date of Corpus Christi, the third of the Three Thurs- 
days, was not fixed beforehand by the circumstances of the event that 
it commemorates. It was deliberately chosen for the following rea- 
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sons: -This great feast of the Blessed Sacrament was intended to make 
amends to the faithful for the restraints placed on their piety on Holy 
Thursday itself, when the nearness of Good Friday hindered them from 
making it a sufficiently joyful festival. If we ask ourselves what date 
should be selected for this Eucharistic consecration, for the fuller grati- 
fying of our pent-up feelings of joy and gratitude for the institution 
of the Banquet of Love, we see at once that there is a certain fitness 
in choosing some day that comes as soon as possible after the comple- 
tion of the yearly cycle of feasts which commemorates Our Lord’s life 
on earth, ending with the establishment of His Church and the descent 
of the Holy Ghost. That cycle closes with Pentecost. The Thursday of 
the first week after Whitsuntide is therefore not preferred at random 
to the other days of the week as the glorious feast of reparation and 
thanksgiving for the Sacrament of the Body of the Lord, but out of 
homage to that particular day on which this Most Blessed Sacrament 
was actually instituted. : 


But we may ask what individual claim can Ascension Thursday ad- 
vance to be ranked as a Eucharistic festival, like the two other Thurs- 
days between which it occurs? Because the commemoration of the 
departure of our Divine Redeemer must needs call to our minds His 
abiding Presence amongst us. He who is gone remains with us still. 
Hundreds of years before the Ascension the royal psalmist, who fore- 
saw it in prophetic vision, linked this consoling thought with his proph- 
ecy, or at least piety is delighted in discovering this hidden meaning 
in his words, “Ascending on high, Thou hast led captivity captive; 
Thou hast given gifts to men” (Ps. lxvii. 19). The Blessed Sacrament 
was the supreme Gift and love-token which, if It had not already been 
given, would have been given to us then, to console those who were 
left behind in loneliness on the mountain of the Ascension. Surely, 
as all the pathetic words spoken at the Last Supper have a deeper force, 
a more poignant significance, if we imagine them repeated by Jesus at 
the very last on Mt. Olivet, when the final parting had indeed come, so, 
too, the “Memorial of His wonderful works” (Ps. cx), the Holy Eu- 
charist, which He left behind Him, did not take effect, as it were, or 
come fully into Its own, until His visible Presence was actually with- 
drawn. And therefore, when our Redeemer goes from us on the 
clouds of heaven, it is impossible not to try to calm our troubled hearts 
by reminding ourselves of the supreme device of His love by means 
of which, though He is gone, He will be with us still. May we not give 
this meaning to the warning of the white-robed angels: “This Jesus 
who is taken up into heaven will come again”? He will come: He will 
come at the Consecration of Holy Mass and will Himself be the greatest 
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of the gifts that He gave, when, ascending on high, “He gave gifts 
to men.” 

Adoration, love, thanksgiving, reparation, petition! All these are 
due to our dear Lord in an infinite measure and they crowd upon our 
thoughts as we celebrate the glorious feast of Corpus Christi. Kneeling 
before the Blessed Sacrament, we realize our nothingness, our impo- 
tence. Jesus, our God, is so great, so infinite, and we are so little, so 
worthless! Jesus is so pure, so holy; we so sinful, so cold. How then 
shall we worthily adore Him? How else than by inviting heaven and 
earth to join us and make up for our shortcomings? And thus we 
offer to Jesus the adoration, the love and thanksgiving of the faithful 
on earth and the blessed in heaven. Thus united with holy souls, so 
dear to Jesus, we take courage, we look with more confidence and 
deeper humility to the Tabernacle. We say in the depths of our 
souls: “O Jesus, King of Love, we adore Thee in the Most Holy Sacra- 
ment. We pay the homage of our understanding to Thee as our God, 
our Creator, our Redeemer, our All! We love Thee, Jesus. We offer 
Thee our hearts, our affections, now and forever. Yes, we never tire of 
repeating: We love Thee, Jesus, with our whole heart, our whole soul, 
with all our strength and all our mind.” 

And thanksgiving! Thanksgiving to Jesus ought to be the only 
purpose of our lives. We owe Him everything, everything! On this 
blessed feast of Corpus Christi the thought of all these benefits surges 
up in our minds and we break into a hymn of thanksgiving. We thank 
Him first for giving us Himself in the Mass for our Sacrifice, for giving 
us His Body and Blood in Holy Communion as our Food, for remaining 
day and night in the Tabernacle, for permitting us, nay, inviting us to 
visit Him. We thank Him for all the graces we have received from 
all the Masses we have ever heard, from all the Holy Communions we 
have ever made, from all the visits we have ever paid Him. We thank 
Him for His patience that spared us when we deserved hell a thousand 
times; we thank Him for His mercy, which gave us life when we were 
dead in sin; we thank Him for His secret hidden graces, of which we 
know nothing, but upon which, as we shall find on the day of judgment, 
depended our eternal salvation; we thank Him for our Faith, the true 
Faith He taught to His Apostles. In a word, we desire and strive to 
thank Him for all His gifts as He deserves. 

A spirit of reparation is also an essential part of the celebration 
of Corpus Christi. We cannot love God without being pained by sin 
even in others. We cannot love Jesus without being wounded by the 
insults offered to His Sacred Heart in the Sacrament of His Love. We 
all, even the very best among us, have sufficient reason to make repara- 
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lion for our own sins and ingratitude to Jesus Christ. Kneeling before 
the Blessed Sacrament, our soul in peace, alone with God, the noise 
of the world hushed in silence, we see our sins in the light of the sanc- 
tuary. Our countless sins! The sins of our youth, of our maturer 
years, the sins of our grey hairs; sins of thought, word, and deed; sins 
of omission, sins occasioned in others. What a multitude rises up 
before us, and each sin a direct insult to the Sacred Heart of Jesus! 

Again, our coldness and irreverence at Holy Mass and Com- 
munion, our neglect of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament — shall we say 
our sacrileges? Ah, may Jesus save us and all Christians from that 
greatest of sins — sacrilege! We find sufficient matter for reparation, 
indeed. True reparation is to weep before Jesus over our sins, to beg 
of Him tears of sorrow, that He may wash them away in His Precious 
Blood. And not less do we implore His mercy on account of the sins 
of the wicked world, the insults offered to the Blessed Sacrament during 
the twenty centuries of His Presence on our altars, which make the 
angels weep. In spirit we travel round the world and kneel before 
every Tabernacle and offer Him praises and loving reparation. 

Finally we present our petitions to Jesus, petitions for the grace 
never to wound Him again by mortal sin, for an increase of the love of 
God, the grace of a holy life, a happy death and final perseverance, and 
especially for an increase of love for the Blessed Sacrament. And while 
we pray for ourselves, we think also of others, imploring that the love 
of Jesus may be enkindled in every heart, that the light of God’s truth 
may shine upon heretics and infidels so that they may believe in and 
love the Holy Eucharist; that the seed sown by zealous missionaries 
may bring forth abundant fruits in the hearts of poor pagans, that all 
nations may know and adore the true God. We recommend to Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament our Holy Father the Pope, and the universal 
Church. We feel happy in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, for 
the society of God is sweet and the time passes all too quickly. 

None but God knows the secret currents of grace that have gone 
forth from the Heart of Jesus to the souls of mankind, but we know that 
the feast of Corpus Christi is not in vain, for it enlivens the devotion 
of pious souls, enkindles love for our dear Lord in this great Mystery 
in many hearts that had grown cold — and this love is recompense for 
Jesus whose Heart so much desires to gain the love of His creatures. 

O blessed Feast, which speaks to us so eloquently of the prodigal- 
ity of our Savior’s love! May all hearts be attentive to its message. 
and, with generous love, seek to repay the love of a God who has loved 
us with an everlasting love, even to remaining day and night until the 
end of time in the Sacrament of the Altar. 
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OR the past forty-three years, TABERNACLE AND 

PURGATORY has striven to draw hearts closer to the 

Divine Heart in the tabernacle by its instructive arti- 
cles on Holy Mass, Holy Communion, the Blessed Sacrament. 
the love of God, and similar subjects near and dear to the 
heart of every Catholic. It has also aimed to inspire greater 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary and the saints and a com- 
passionate charity for the holy souls in purgatory. At the 
same time it has tried to give consolation and enjoyment to 
its readers by special articles on timely subjects, by stories 
and a children’s section, and by attractive pictures, and to 
impart instruction in our Catholic Faith. 

We have been assured that it has become a favorite in 
thousands of homes, and we are confident, therefore, that our 
cherished subscribers will not only continue their subscrip- 
tions for years to come, but will find joy in making our maga- 
zine known to their friends, so that the 44th Volume, which 
begins with this May issue, will reach an all-time record in 
the number of homes it is privileged to enter and in the num- 
ber of readers it counts. 

New subscriptions during this “birthday month,” or at 
any time, are most welcome, and renewals of old ones doubly 
appreciated since they assure us of tried and true friends. 
We would like to suggest especially that you present it as a 
gift for birthdays, weddings, graduations, Mother’s Day, ordi- 
nation, religious profession, and the many other occasions 
which call for the bestowal of a gift. We dare say that for 
the low price of one dollar you will find it difficult to find a 
more suitable gift or one that will be more sure to please 
and benefit its recipient. 
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“I ask that the first Friday after the Octave of 


Corpus Christi be set aside as a special Feast to honor 
My Heart... and I promise thee that My Heart shall 
expand Itself to shed in abundance the influence of 
Its Divine Love upon those who. shall pay It this 


honor and shall get others to de the same.” 
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(Our Lord to St. Margaret Mary.) 











CELEBRATE 


THE FEAST 
of the 


sacred ‘ear 


ley | 
of Jesus 


ON FRIDAY 


— JUNE 4—— 
1948 





as a day of Eucharistic homage, of fervent love 
and social reparation. 


In this way you will contribute most powerfully to 
the restoration of the outraged rights of the King of 
Love, the only means of bringing peace to a troubled 
world. 


The Sacred Heart Himself has requested this Feast to be 





celebrated in His honor on this FRIDAY, so do not 





transfer it to any other day. 





Fulfil His requests and you will experience the glorious 
fulfilment of His promises. ee 





A Program for Families 


Prepare by a Novena from May 27 to June 4 or at least 
by a Triduum from June 2- 4. 


Assist at Holy Mass and Receive Holy Communion 
on the Feast itself and daily during the Novena if possible. 


Make a visit to a church and pray for the world’s needs, 
for true peace, for the conversion of Russia, and for the Reign 
of the Sacred Heart over all hearts. 


Enthrone the Sacred Heart in your Home. 


Keep an Hour of Adoration the night before the Feast 
or on the Feast itself (in church or in your own home). 


Adorn the picture or statue of the Sacred Heart with 


“lights and flowers for the Feast, and renew the Act of 


Consecration before the home altar. 


Increase the festive spirit of the day by a “feast-day” 
dinner. Have the children sing a Sacred Heart hymn, recite 
poems, etc. Give them some little token in remembrance of 
the Feast. 


(If you cannot carry out this entire program, the Sacred 
Heart will be pleased if you do as much as you can.) 








A Solemn Novena 


hot to the | ker 


' Sacred Heart of Jesus \ 
from the Feast of Corpus Christi to the Feast of the Sacred Heart 
May 27 to June 4 


will be held in our four Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration 


Clyde Mundelein Tucson Kansas City 


Missouri Illinois Arizona Missouri 
You are cordially invited to unite your prayers with ours during these 


days of special grace. High Mass and the Divine Office will be sung daily 
in each Sanctuary, and Benediction given twice each day. The Litany of the 
Sacred Heart will be prayed at every hour of the day and night by the official 
adorers kneeling in the sanctuary before the Blessed Sacrament exposed, and 
each morning by the whole community. The Novena will begin and end 
with a solemn Eucharistic procession of love and reparation. 


The general intentions for the Novena are: 


The Social Reign of the Sacred Heart and peace for the ‘world. 


Reparation for blasphemies, sacrileges, irreverence, coldness, etc. 
against Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 


Thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart for all spiritual and temporal 
blessings, and Petition for continued blessings. 


Private intentions of all taking part in the Novena. Those who 
wish may send their written petitions to be placed near the Altar of 
Exposition during the Novena. 


Approach the Sacred Heart with full confidence — 
for confidence is the key to the treasures of His Heart. 


Benedictine Convent of P erpetual Adoration 


Clyde & Missouri 








& Hymn of Glorp to the King of Love 
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S announced in our April issue, a plan for the solemn 
world-wide celebration of the Feast of the Sacred Heart 
— June 4 — has been launched by Father Mateo, the 
Founder and Apostle of the Work of the Enthronement 
of the Sacred Heart, who urges that bishops, clergy, 
religious and laity “do everything possible to make 
this feast a hymn of glory to the King of Love.” In the 

United States the plan is being sponsored jointly by The Enthronement 

of the Sacred Heart in the Home {the Fathers of the Sacred Hearts) and 

The Apostleship of Prayer (the Jesuit Fathers). Both of these world- 

wide organizations, from their foundation, have had for their special 

aim to bring about the social reign of our Lord Jesus Christ among 
peoples and nations. The motto of both is: THY KINGDOM COME! 

In the face of the great moral and social evils afflicting the world 
as a result of world-wide apostasy from God and denial of His rights, 
the whole Catholic world is being urged to unite in one grand demon- 
stration of faith, love, reparation and petition to the Sacred Heart “to 
draw down a miracle of mercy on the world,” as Father Mateo expresses 
it, and to obtain a peaceful solution of the world’s problems, in har- 
mony with the intention of our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, for The 

Apostleship of Prayer for the month of June: TRUE WORLD PEACE. 

Plans are being formulated for a great spiritual demonstration 
in homes, churches, convents, seminaries, schools and Catholic institu- 
tions on June 4. These plans include: 1) In every diocese, a High 

Mass (Solemn or Cantata) presided over by the Bishop in his Cathe- 

dral. 2) A High Mass in all the parish churches and religious institu- 

tions. 3) A special Mass or Holy Hour for the children. 4) Family 

Holy Communion of Reparation in all churches. 5) A Novena or Tri- 
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duum in preparation for the Feast. 6) All-day Exposition and Adora- 
tion of the Blessed Sacrament in the parish churches, closing with sol- 
emn Holy Hour. 7) Consecration (or re-consecration) of the Diocese 
and of Catholic homes and institutions to the Sacred Heart. 

From the Apostolic Delegate in Washington and from many of 
the Bishops, Archbishops and Cardinals* in our own and other coun- 
tries have come inspiring responses, giving assurance of their whole- 
hearted co-operation. The letters quoted here will reveal the general 
attitude of the Hierarchy and the importance which they attach to the 
plan. 


Letter from the MOST REVEREND AMLETO G. CICOGNANI, 
Apostolic Delegate, Washington, D. C. 


Reverend and dear Fathers: 

With genuine pleasure I accept your kind invitation to 
pontificate on June fourth, the Feast of the Sacred-Heart. I have read 
your program for the National Social Celebration of the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart on Friday, June 4th, 1948, and I note that you plan to 
give new impetus to this great devotion and in particular to carry out 
the celebration of the feast this year in the Holy Father’s general in- 
tention for June, “True World Peace.” 

The more widely you make known your program for this 
feast, the more magnificent will be the prayer that ascends to the 
throne of God begging Him for that peace which is so intensely desired. 

The entire pontificate of His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, has 
been and continues to be an appeal for peace. He has sought after 
justice and has appealed to it in the s lution of every problem that has 
arisen, for peace is the fruit of justice, “Opus justitiae pax.’’ Without 
number are the times that the Sovereign Pontiff has called for prayers 
to implore God’s help in this quest for peace. Opposition has come from 
the selfish passions of men. But the purpose of the Holy Father re- 
mains the same, peace; the same peace to which Jesus has invited us; 
“Come to Me all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you 
rest”’ (Matt. xi. 28). 

The actuation of your program will bring to the altar of 
our Divine Lord millions of the devout. From that altar they will de- 
rive a more ardent love and the spirit of an apostolate for the defense 
of the reign of God upon earth, which atheism seeks to destroy by its 
emphasis on the material, its denial of the spiritual and its treatment 
of men as though they had no souls. 

Reverend Fathers, you are engaged in a lofty and important 
work. May your efforts meet with hearty co-operation on all sides and 
may your achievements find favor in the sight of the Almighty. 





*Among those who have heartily endorsed the plan are the Cardinals of West- 
minster (England), Seville (Spain), Peru (South America), Sydney (Australia), New 
York and, Chicago. Also: the Bishop of Edinburgh, Scotland. Throughout South 
America and Europe, in the Orient, in Africa, and in distant mission fields, friends 
and apostles of the Sacred Heart are rallying to the ‘‘call to arms.’’ 
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Letter from the MOST REVEREND EDWIN V. BYRNE, 
Archbishop of Santa Fe 


Dear Reverend Father: 


I have received your letter and the enclosed plan for 
the solemn celebration of the Feast of the Sacred Heart on 
Friday, June 4, 1948. 


Be assured that the Archdiocese of Santa Fe will do 
its utmost to carry out all the points outlined in your plan, 
and thus make the Feast of the Sacred Heart a day of solemn 
social homage and of love and reparation on the part of the 
priesis, religious and laity alike. 


It is my firm conviction — and in this I am but echo- 
ing the words of the last five Pontiffs — that the hope of sal- 
vation for our people is the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We must 
take Our Lord at His word, as He has solemnly promised to 
solve all our difficulties if we but know, love and trust His 
Sacred Heart; and Jesus, the Son of God, has never yet gone 
back on His promises. 


Therefore I believe that your idea of making the Feast 
of the Sacred Heart a solemn resume of all Our Lord’s won- 
derful promises, and at the same time a universal plebiscite 
of love and reparation, is most important and timely. 


One thing strikes me very much in your presentation 
of this plan: the great emphasis placed on those two solid 
rocks of Christianity, the Eucharist and the family. We must 
unite these two rocks so that they form but one solid Gibral- 
tar of strength against the assaults of Satan and his agents. 
And what better way to do this than by bringing the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus — the Eucharistic Heart of Our Lord — into 
the family circle? Your idea, then, as I see it, is to make 
the Feast of the Sacred Heart a day of great triumph for the 
King of Love in two sanctuaries, that of the home and that of 
the Church, by having great honor paid to Him in both places 
on that day and in fact every day. 

Such a social and doctrinal celebration of the Feast of 
the Sacred Heart cannot help but be blessed by Almighty God, 
the Father of mercies, who surely will be moved to compassion 
by this spontaneous homage of love and reparation on the 
part of His suffering children. 

The Sacred Heart has solemnly promised: “I will 
reign through the omnipotence of My Sacred Heart, despite 
Satan and his agents.” 

It is my earnest prayer and wish that your plan be suc- 
cessful in every way in making this magnificent statement a 
consoling reality. In order that your plan may be successful 
in every way, I shall offer the holy Sacrifice of the Mass for 
this intention. 
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Letter from the MOST REVEREND ALBERT G. MEYER 
Bishop of Superior 


Dear Reverend Father: 


Gladly do I accede to your request to add my approval 
to the plan of Father Mateo for the Solemn Commemoration 
of the Feast of the Sacred Heart on Friday, June 4, 1948. 


It seems that such a plan is the answer for our times, 
as Father Mateo himself points out, to the most earnest ap- 
peal of Pope Pius XI in his encyclical ‘‘The Sacred Heart and 
World Distress’’ (Caritate Christi Compulsi) of 1932. If the 
condition of the world was then truly described in terms of 
“evils crushing humanity, and still graver evils threatening,”’ 
how much more apt are not these words in describing our own 
times! The remedy then suggested was ‘“‘prayer and penance 
as the two most potent inspirations sent to us by God that we 
may lead back to Him mankind that has gone astray and wan- 
ders about without a guide.’’ The occasion most suitable ‘‘for 
such a union of prayer and reparation is the approaching Feast 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.’”’ Shall not the same be true 
today? 

Two points particularly have impressed me in the 
plan suggested by Father Mateo. First of all, I am deeply im- 
pressed with the statement in the plan that this solemn com- 
memoration of the Feast of the Sacred Heart should be “a 
substantial resume of all that has been preached concerning 
the social reign of the Sacred Heart.’’ Surely all the signs 
of the times and the evils which afflict us point to the 
“first and principal cause, — the revolt of man against God.’’ 
It is most significant, however, that this revolt has been above 
all in social life, — a social repudiation f Christ the King, in 
the family, in public life, in the counsels of the nations. 

And in this, we ourselves are not without blame. For, 
even though we may not be guilty of active opposition to the 
reign of Christ the King, our passive inertia in the face of these 
evils rises up before us to accuse us. Have we raised our 
voices in unison with the Pope with sufficient emphasis 
against these manifold evils? Have we given ourselves over 
to the work of the Apostolate, including the efforts of the lay 
apostolate, as Pope after Pope has begged us to do? 

Since our sins of commission and omission are so evi- 
dent in public and social life, our penance and prayer and rep- 
aration should also be public. Always it has been true that 
good must overcome evil through suffering and penance united 
to the infinite merits of Him who redeemed us from our sins. 
What more profitable occasion, then, on which to focus the 
attention of our people on the need and purpose of such public 
prayer and reparation than the Feast of the Sacred Heart? 


Secondly, the plan of Father Mateo stresses the great 
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doctrine of confidence. How much this is needed in a world 
that has grown fearful and pessimistic, especially since it has 
discovered such devastating weapons for its own material de- 
struction! Thus all the more do we need to realize where our 
true treasures lie; and all the more do we need to understand 
that, while God does purge us with suffering and disillusion- 
ment because of our sins, He is withal a God of mercy and 
goodness: He will listen to our prayers and accept our -pen- 
ances. As Pope Pius XI writes: ‘‘The Divine Heart of Jesus 
cannot but be moved at the prayers and sacrifices of His 
Church, and He will finally say to His Spouse, weeping at His 
feet under the weight of so many griefs and woes: ‘Great is 
thy faith; be it done to thee as thou wilt.’ ”’ 

Please be assured, then, that I will co-operate in fol- 
lowing out the plan in the Diocese of Superior, and shall con- 
tinue to unite with you and many others in fervent prayer and 
the holy Sacrifice of the Mass that the plan may be universally 
adopted so as “‘to hasten the hour of mercy and peace.” 


Letter from the MOST REVEREND CHARLES F. BUDDY 
Bishop of San Diego 


Reverend and dear Father: 


Your timely plan to stress the social reign of Christ the 
King by a more solemn observance of the feast of the Sacred 
Heart, June fourth, has my cordial co-operation. Indeed, the 
alarming world conditions which prevail, the brazen effront- 
ery of destructionists, the insidious and satanic spread of 
atheism with its demoralizing by-products, should stir every 
Catholic into fervent counter-action. 


The program which you outline — a novena or triduum 
preparatory to the feast of the Sacred Heart — will provide 
opportunity to re-emphasize the burning desires and promises 
made by the King of Love at Paray-le-Monial. The necessity 
of atonement and reparation is clear and impressive. The 
need is acute to re-establish the family on the fundamentals of 
prayer, presided over by the Sacred Heart, whence abundant 
graces flow, to inspire that same family *o offer Holy Mass and 
to welcome into their hearts our Eucharistic Lord. These 
vital acts respond to the Kingship of Jesus Christ, who de- 
clared: ‘I will reign through the omnipotence of My Sacred 
Heart and that despite Satan and his agents.” 

Catholics throughout the world are challenged to com- 
bat the forces of evil by showing forth their Faith in vigorous 
action. Because the sanctuary of the home has been viciously 
attacked and the fury of hell let loose to defile it, the family 
must be alerted under this doctrinal banner which shall 
triumph through the vital leadership of that Divine Heart 
aflame with love for men. 
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N 1919, just after the first World War, Father Germain 

Foch, S.J., the brother of Marshall Foch, wrote these 
y remarkable words, which have a renewed significance 
in our days: “During the four years just gone, we 
have prayed much for the happy ending of this war, 
and such prayer was necessary, for success was so often 
imperiled and so undecided. Thank God, the victory 
of our arms is no longer in question. But what about the Victory of 
God?” 

The expression “Victory of God” was not his own invention; it 
originated already in pre-Christian days with Judas Machabeus, who 
gave it as a rallying cry to his troops when he launched them against 
the armies of Syria. (2 Mach. xiii. 15.) Well might it be used also 
in our days as a rallying cry for all who range themselves under the 
banner of Christ to strive for the triumph of Christianity over the 
spirit of godlessness that is sweeping the world. 

The “Allies” in the war above referred to had their war aims; 
but God also had His designs. He could not have permitted such a 
frightful catastrophe to break loose upon the world without some 
special purpose: conversion, expiation of our national and individual 
transgressions, etc. But He intended something more than this. As 
Pope Pius X, with supernatural foresight, declared a few years before 
the war, God had in view the Christian regeneration of the world. This 
was affirmed also by our Blessed Lady in her apparitions at Fatima 
in 1917. 

But, unfortunately, the Victory of God was far from being 
achieved. Nations did not understand the terrible lessons of the war; 
nor did they heed the Blessed Mother’s pleadings and warnings. They 
continued in the same errors, and remained estranged from God. Then, 
as Mary had predicted, the fury of war was unleashed upon the world 
a second time, with even greater violence. One after another, weaker 
nations were ground under the heel of a ruthless conqueror whose 
only law was might; and with the fall of this power, and the conclusion 
of a makeshift peace, another power, more subtle and more deadly, 
has carried the rule of might to the verge of another world conflict. 
As a consequence, the world is undergoing what is perhaps the great- 
est crisis in all its history. 

Doubtless the cause of justice will finally prevail, but perhaps 
at the cost of another flood of blood and tears, unless a Divine power 
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intervenes. But is there nothing that we can do to help restore peace 
and tranquillity to our distraught world? The answer is contained in 
the Encyclical of Pope Pius XI on the Kingship of Christ: “The 
manifold evils in the world are due to the fact that the majority of 
men have thrust Jesus Christ and His holy law out of their lives: these 
have no place either in private affairs or in politics. As long as in- 
dividuals and states refuse to submit to the rule of our Savior, there 
will be no really hopeful prospects of a lasting peace among nations. 
Men must look for the peace of Christ in the Kingdom of Christ... 
It seems to us that in the Kingdom of Christ, peace could not be more 
effectually restored nor fixed upon a firmer basis than through the 
restoration of the Empire of Our Lord.” 

Our present Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, who has worked un- 
tiringly for peace, has significantly designated the attainment of TRUE 
WORLD PEACE as the intention for The Apostleship of Prayer during 
the month of June, the month of the Sacred Heart. 

Yes, Christian regeneration is the primary condition of peace and 
happiness, and until the world is renewed in Christ, men will labor 
in vain for the attainment of peace. If, then, we wish to make a 
powerful contribution toward the establishment of a true and lasting 
peace, we can do nothing more effectual than to promote the Social 
Reign of the Sacred Heart. Jesus is the Divine Physician who looks 
with compassion upon suffering humanity and who alone is able to 
cure its ills. His penetrating eye perceives a world of moral infirmities 
and material ruin, a heartrending spectacle of sin and vice, of selfish- 
ness and greed, of hatred and godlessness. Now, as in the days of 
His mortal life, He stretches out His arms and invites all who “labor 
and are heavily burdened” to come to Him to be refreshed. In His 
merciful Heart are all the remedies for stricken humanity, but the 
sufferers must come to Him or be brought to Him if they are to be 
healed. 


A Powerful Remedy for Our Times 


The Bishops of the Vatican Council, when appealing to the Pope 
for a more solemn celebration of the Feast of the Sacred Heart, ex- 
pressed the hope that from this devotion would come the healing of 
the nations, the removal of the poison of religious indifference, the 
return of fallen-away Catholics to a fervent Christian life, and the 
conversion of unbelievers to the True Faith; they looked upon venera- 
tion of the Sacred Heart as a specific remedy for all the ills of the 
human race, And what are these ills from which humanity so grievous- 
ly suffers? They may be summed up in one word, SECULARISM — 
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that is, the exclusion of God from human thinking and living, which 
the Bishops of our country, in their joint statement issued at.the close of 
their annual meeting in November, 1947, declared to be largely to blame 
for the world’s present personal, social, economic and political ills. 

One of the first fruits of secularism is materialism. — a preoccupa- 
tion with the things of time to the exclusion of spiritual and eternal 
things. A second is irreligion, for with the removal of God from men’s 
minds and hearts, the worship of God falls away automatically. A 
third is immorality. The’ breakdown of religion leads without fail to 
a breakdown of good moral conduct, for religion is the foundation 
of morality. In his first encyclical -addressed to the world, our Holy 
Father, Pope Pius XII, traced the general decay of morality back to 
the rejection of the authority of the Church; this led to the rejection 
of the authority of Christ, and in these latter days to a rejection of 
the authority of God. For when people have regard neither for the 
laws of the Church nor for the moral teachings of ‘Christ nor for the 
Ten Commandments, nor even for the law of nature “stamped by God 
on the heart of men,” they naturally lose all sense of what is right 
and what is wrong; justice becomes an empty word, and with the 
denial of the rights of God comes also the denial of the rights of men. 
This loss of morality is especially felt in the domain of purity and mod- 
esty, and the result is license and unrestrained indulgence of passion. 

The inordinate greed for wealth and pleasure, and the spirit.of 
irreligion, lead naturally to the commission of frightful sacrileges and 
blasphemies. Just one instance will show to what heights of insolence 
the serpent of blasphemy has raised its head in our days. We quote 
from a poem said to have been-published recently in a godless paper 
in Italy: “Tear out the bowels of God! The deceit of His false 
miracles has lasted too long already. God will no longer be in charge 
of turning the flaming ball of the sun, but we, gentlemen, we shall 
carry the sun and the moon to the labor union of the coal miners. .. 
God no longer directs the course of our destiny. Man will rule the 
world, to the roaring of electrical motors. . .” 

Who can doubt that a fervent devotion to the Sacred Heart will 
be a powerful antidote to these dreadful evils poisoning human society? 
Let us turn, then, with full confidence, to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and ask Him to stay the flood of evil and to preserve souls from its 
deadly influence. Let us, with one heart and soul, celebrate the feast 
of the Sacred Heart as a day of love and reparation, and strive by our 
fidelity to make amends to our dear Lord for the countless crimes 
which wound His Divine Heart. To oppose the faithlessness, the sham 
Christianity into which so many people have fallen, the Church would 
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gather all nations around the standard of the Sacred Heart. The more 
furiously unbelief attacks the existence of God and the Divinity of 
Christ, the more indifferent the world grows toward the Christian 
Faith and the more it denies the great Christian Mysteries; the more 
the Sacraments are despised and neglected and misused; the more 
the enemies of God strive to de-Christianize the State, the school, the 
home, the marriage bond, the press, and the stage, the more ardent 
must be the love with which faithful Catholics cling to the Sacred 
Heart and observe His commandments. And the more the unfaith- 
ful friends of Christ wound His Sacred Heart by their coldness, indif- 
ference, and infidelity, and their scandalous lives, the more must His 
faithful friends strive to give Him joy and consolation. 

Without God’s help, there can be no hope for a cure of the world’s 
afflictions. Now, the best way to secure the help of God, says Father 
Foch (quoted at the beginning of this article) is by winning the Heart 
of God. And how can we win the Heart of God better than by estab- 
lishing His reign in Christian families — the units of which Christian 
society is composed? It is precisely to this end that The Work of the 
Enthronement and The Apostleship of Prayer are directed. Viewed in 
this light,’ the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home and 
the Consecration of Families to Him ceases to be a mere passing act 
of piety;.it means the Social Reign of the Divine Conqueror, advancing 
step by step, not by violent meansbut by the charm of His Love. 

As during His earthly life Jesus sought refuge and consolation 
in the homes of His friends from the hatred and persecution of His 
enemies, so now He seeks refuge in consecrated homes where He is 
received as Friend and King. Now, as then, He is full of tender love 
and mercy; now, as then, He is in search of “Bethanys,” where He 
will be made the intimate confidante of the family; to console and to 
heal; and to reveal the infinite treasures of His Sacred Heart. Each 
new home consecrated to Him in the true spirit of the Enthronement 
is a homage to Him as supreme Sovereign, and the riches of His Sa- 
cred Heart are poured out upon such families. From these families 
His blessings and mercies flow out upon society, and upon the world. 
And who can say what miracles of conversion will be wrought in the 
souls of those who are now His bitter enemies? “I will reign in 
spite of My enemies, and of all those who oppose Me!” Jesus said 
to St. Margaret Mary. Help Him to realize this promise in your 
own little corner of the earth — your HOME — and make of your 
home a leaven in the great mass of human society which will work for 
the Christianization of the whole world and so help to hasten the 
Victory of God. 
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A Vigil of Love and Reparation 


ATHER Mateo would like to see an “army” of faithful souls 

watching through the night on the eve of the feast, preparing the 
way for the triumphant celebration of the Feast of the Sacred Heart. 
Not only does he call upon those devoted souls who are members of 
the League of Night Adoration in the Home and keep an hour of Ado- 
ration regularly once a month, or once a week, or even oftener; but 
upon ALL Catholics — men, women, and children. Even the sick 
are urged to take part in this all-night vigil by offering an hour of 
suffering, when pain and discomfort keep them from sleep; and indeed 
their hour will be purest gold, because transmuted by the precious 
alchemy of suffering. 

We dare say that many good and sincere non-Catholics would also 
willingly join in this vigil if its nature and purpose were explained 
to them. It is not an uncommon thing for us to receive applications 
from non-Catholics for membership in the League of Night Adoration, 
and there are several who keep their night holy hour regularly. Do 
not fear then to acquaint your non-Catholic friends with this form of 
devotion and to invite them to join in this homage to the Sacred Heart. 


Doubtless in many churches there will be all-night adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament, and wherever possible, lovers of the Sacred 
Heart will wish to take part. But for those who cannot leave their 
homes, or for other reasons cannot attend Holy Hour or nocturnal 
adoration in the church, it will be equally pleasing to our dear Lord 
if they keep an hour of vigil with Him before a statue or picture of 
His Sacred Heart in their home. 

How happy we should be if we received the assurance of all our 
dear readers that they would offer this act of loving reparation to 
the Sacred Heart on the vigil of His feast, and if we could convey this 
assurance to Father Mateo, the devoted apostle of the Sacred Heart, 
who from his sick-room has planned and promoted this wonderful 
triumph for the King of Love! 


Enthronement and Night Adoration Literature 


Booklets: ‘“‘Enthronement and Night Adoration” giving full explanation 
and ceremony, 10¢; “Six Discourses on the Enthronement’, 10¢. Leaflets: 1) 
Explanation of Enthronement; 2) explanation of Night Adoration; 3) Act of 
Consecration; 50¢ per 100. Unframed Pictures: (Sepia): Subjects: Sacred 
Heart Pleading or Reigning, 8 x 12 in., 10¢ each. Lover of Mankind: 8 x 12 
in., or 12x 16 in., (with place for names), 10¢ each; 9x 14 in., 15¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Too Small a Sanctuary 


wie elie 


“HE biography of Mother Cabrini has been fittingly entitled “Too 
Small a World,” to indicate that the saint, in her great zeal, 
found the world too small for the exercise of her boundless charity. 
The chronicler of the little temporary chapel of our Perpetual Adora- 
tion Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit in Kansas City, Missouri, might use 
the same title, for alas! the little sanctuary is far too small to hold the 
many groups of adorers who would like to take part in the Eucharistic 
services and join in the homage of adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
perpetually exposed on the altar. And the same holds true of the tem- 
porary convent — it, too, is too small to house a sufficiently large com- 
munity and to provide the necessary living and work rooms. 


There is only one way to remedy the situation, and that is to build 
a larger convent and chapel; but that way is a costly one, especially 
under present conditions, with the price of labor and materials so un- 
usually high. Because of the urgent need for a larger building, it 
could not be postponed in the hope of better times, for the prospects 
of such are very remote. So, trusting in God’s help, and the help of 
lovers of the Blessed Sacrament through their prayers, sacrifices and 
charitable donations, a new building has been commenced and is mak- 
ing rapid progress. To save as much expense as possible, only as much 
as is absolutely essential will be finished of the interior at the present 
time, although it will be necessary to complete the outer shell — the 
brick-work and roof. 

Many of our good friends have already come to our assistance in 
the three ways mentioned above, and we wish to express to all our very 
deep-felt gratitude in our own name and that of our Eucharistic King. 
May He bless and reward each one a hundredfold! But the need for 
further assistance is urgent and great, and so during this month of our 
Blessed Mother, in which we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost (May 16) 
and that of Corpus Christi. (May 27), we hope that the Holy Spirit, 
to whom the Sanctuary is dedicated, and our dear Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament will inspire many others to contribute something toward the 
building fund. 

To be able to contribute to the glory of Our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament ought to be regarded by every Catholic as an honor far sur- 
passing that honor which they enjoy who serve earthly kings. In this 
respect, indeed, we on earth are more privileged than the saints in 
heaven. They are no longer able to give gifts to Our Lord. That is 
OUR Privilege. We can give Him our time, our strength, our money, 
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our possessions. And our dear Lord expects from us all that is re- 
quired for His Sacramental life: the church, the altar, the sacred ves- 
sels and linens, the lights, and above all, the bread and wine. With- 
out a place in which to dwell, without a throne from which to reign, 
Our Lord cannot come to remain with us and to be worshiped by us. 
We must give them to Him, and we do so when we erect churches and 
Perpetual Adoration sanctuaries. When we do this, we offer Him the 
greatest proof of our faith and love. 


Benefits to Benefactors 


All who contribute toward the building fund will share in a special 
way in the prayers and good works of the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration at the Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit and all their other 
Sanctuaries (at present totaling four). Donors of $10.00 will have 
their names entered in the Golden Book which is kept near the altar 
of exposition at the Motherhouse in Clyde, Missouri, and will be en- 
rolled as Privileged Members of the Association of Perpetual Adoration. 
Those who are able to give $100.00 will merit the special privilege of 
having their initials engraved on the beautiful monstrance to be used 
for Exposition at the Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit, specially designed 
to honor the Holy Spirit and to symbolize His Seven Gifts and Twelve 
Fruits. They will also be enrolled as Privileged Members. (Offerings 
may be made in memory of deceased persons and their name enrolled 
in the Golden Book or their initials engraved on the monstrance.) 


May the Divine Spirit of Light and Love, the Giver of all good 
gifts, reward with richest blessings all who contribute toward the erec- 
‘tion of this Sanctuary, where He will be loved, honored and adored 
in union with the Heavenly Father, and our dear Lord dwelling there 
in the Holy Eucharist. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


LOVE INSPIRES GENEROSITY 


“I have a few bricks in the Mundelein and in the Tucson building, so now 
I must have a few in the Kansas City building too. Perhaps Our Lord will 
help me to have a permanent home if I help to establish one for Him.” 


“Being renters, we know full well the need of better places to live, and we 
also know the prohibitive cost of doing any kind of building; but since your 
Sanctuary is for the love and honor and glory of God, we are sending the en- 
closed offering, which is a good percentage of my week's pay in the factory, 
as I support myself and invalid husband. But our dear Lord pays a very high 
rate of interest for anything given in His Name, and I know I will reap reward 
in ways unseen. So here is hoping your building will continue on and fill the 
much needed accommodations in the Divine Services.” 


“It gives me great pleasure to send you a donation at this time. I feel 
honored to be asked to contribute to this great work you are doing.” 
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Little Lrovers’ freague 


Men en s'e, 
eh eel 


HERE are many things which make the month of May 
beautiful: the lovely flowers, the glorious weather, the 
singing birds; — and boys and girls like it especially 
because it is the last month of school for them. But 
for Catholics, the chief reason why it is beautiful is 
that it is the “Month of Mary,” our Queen and Mother! 

In all parts of the world the praises of the Queen of May will be 
sung, and many loving and trustful prayers will ascend to the throne 
of our dear Mother in heaven. You, too, dear Little Lovers, will join 
in this wonderful chorus of love by tenderly honoring your Heavenly 

Mother, frequently saluting her with a “Hail Mary,” or the “Hail 

Holy Queen,” and, when time permits, with a decade of the Rosary, 

or better still, five decades. And you will not forget that you have 

been placed under her special patronage as “Our Lady of the Blessed 

Sacrament,” and on her feastday — May 13 — to assist at Holy Mass 

and offer Holy Communion in thanksgiving to God for the wonderful 

graces He has given to His Blessed Mother. In return, her loving care 
will ever attend you, and her prayers will obtain many graces for you 
as they did for the little boy in the following story. 





The Legend of the “Hail Holy Queen” 


ORE than eight hundred years ago there lived in Suabia the 

good Count Wolferad and his wife Hiltrude. God had blessed 

them with a little boy whom they called Hermannus, which means ‘‘one 

of high station.’”’ This name proved to be most fitting, for the child 

became a very great man. Hermannus, or (in its English form) Her- 

man, was a fine-looking boy and very intelligent, for he liked to study. 

But what was far better was his simple and sincere piety. It might 

be said of him as it was said of Our Lord that he “advanced in wisdom 
and age and grace with God and men.” 

His parents cherished great hopes for their child, and devoted 
much time and attention to his education. But, sad to say, when the 
boy was about six years of age he was attacked by a severe disease 
which left his limbs distorted and caused him excruciating pains. And 
for a time his crippled limbs remained so disfigured that he received 
the name ‘‘Contractus,” the Latin word for lame. Not only was his 
graceful body disfigured, but his mind, too, was affected, and study, 
which formerly had been so easy and pleasant for him, was now im- 
possible, for he could neither fix his thoughts upon his books, nor re- 
member what he read. But in spite of his troubles and sufferings, he 
lost nothing of his piety or devotion.. His veneration for the Blessed 
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Virgin, whom he had always tenderly loved as soon as he came to 
know her, was as strong as ever, and his confidence in her power with 
God was unwavering. In all his afflictions he prayed unceasingly to 
her, begging for two favors: the one, that he might recover the use 
of his limbs; and the other, that his mind might grow clear, so that 
he could apply himself to study. He promised that if his prayer were 
heard, he would devote the best energies of body and mind to the greater 
honor of Almighty God and of His Blessed Mother. 

One day when Herman had received Holy Communion, with, if 
possible, more than usual devotion, he again appealed to Our Lady to 
obtain for him by her intercession the two favors he so much wished 
for. Suddenly, as he knelt absorbed in prayer, a great flood of light 
illumined the room, and looking up, Herman saw a beautiful lady whom 
he at once recognized as the Blessed Virgin. Whence she had come or 
whereto she afterward vanished he could not say. Nor could he tell 
how she was clothed, whether in robes of gold, or of snowy-white, or 
in the colors of the setting sun. Neither could he describe her face 
except that no mortal being could picture it. 

Strange to say, Herman felt no fear at this sudden apparition; on 
the contrary, it filled him with a holy joy and peace. Then Our Lady, 
looking at him with tender pity, addressed him in these words: ‘‘Fear 
not, Herman, my child. Your prayers are heard, and God will mani- 
fest in you His power, His love, and His mercy by relieving you of 
part of your infirmity in answer to your earnest supplication. You 
ask two things: strength of mind and health of body. Choose between 
them, which you will, and my Son will grant what you desire.” 

Not for a moment did Herman hesitate. ‘‘Dear Blessed Lady,” 
he said, “give me strength of mind, that I may know God better in 
His works and make Him loved and honored among men, for to Him 
and to His glory I shall devote my powers.’’ And the Blessed Virgin 
answered: “‘Well and wisely have you chosen, my child, for knowledge 
and wisdom avail more than mere health and beauty. And since your 
choice has been for the love and honor of God, He is pleased to grant 
you even more than you ask. He gives you not only vigor of mind, 
and the ability to know and understand all human science, but beauty 
of face and form, a sound mind in a healthy body, that you may con- 
tinue to serve Him as faithfully in the future as you have in the past.” 

Saying this, Our Blessed Mother disappeared leaving no trace be- 
hind except a soft light and a fragrance as of roses and violets: the 
scent of roses to typify, probably, her pure love of God, and of violets, 
her exceeding beauty and humility. In a moment the twisted, deformed 
limbs of Herman became straight and sound and supple, and a cloud 
seemed to lift from his mind, so that everything grew bright, as when 
the sun follows a dark and stormy night. From that moment study 
again became easy for him, and his memory was as good as before his 
illness. . 

His promise to devote the best abilities of mind and body to the 
service of God was not forgotten, and the better to do this Herman 
wished to enter a monastery. Now there was a celebrated monastery 
near Suabia, known as Reichenay. It stood on an island in the lake of 
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Boden, near the city of Constance, and far and near the good monks 
were renowned for their learning, virtue and piety. They were Bene- 
dictines, belonging to the Order of the great St. Benedict, whose holy 
life and work we told you about last March. Here Herman applied 
for admission and was gladly received. Clothed in the black habit of 
the Order, he soon became renowned, for none’excelled him in learn- 
ing and in wisdom, whatever branch of knowledge it might be. He 
read and spoke German, Latin, Greek, Arabic, and Hebrew, which was 
the language used by Our Savior. Herman also wrote many books, 
some of which are still in use, and composed music and songs. But he 
was no less pious and devout than learned, and he was specially noted 
for his devotion to our Blessed Mother, through whose intercession he 
had obtained such wonderful favors from God. Among other ways of 
showing his love and gratitude to the Blessed Mother of God he com- 
posed the prayer: 


Hail, holy Queen! Mother of mercy, our life, our 
sweetness, and our hope! To thee do we cry, poor ban- 
ished children of Eve. To thee do we send up our 
sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. 
Turn, then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of mercy 
towards us, and after this, our exile, show unto us the 
blessed Fruit of thy womb, Jesus! 


This prayer has been set to music and is very dear to the hearts 
of all Catholics. The reason is evident, for it contains everything that 
can be said in honor and praise of our Blessed Mother, or to invoke 
her intercession, The Church desires it to be repeated daily, and this 
is done throughout the world by priests and religious and Catholic 
people. 

The last few words of the “Hail, Holy Queen,’ which read: “O 
clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary!” were added in this way. In 
the year 1146 or 1147, St. Bernard, then an Abbot in France, passed 
along the Rhine through Germany from Basel, Switzerland, teaching 
the people and preaching to them. When he neared the Cathedral the 
people came out to greet him and to lead him to their grand and beau- 
tiful church. When he reached it the good people sang Brother Her- 
man’s “Hail Holy Queen,” and so pleased was St. Bernard that when 
they finished, inspired by heaven, he exclaimed: ‘‘O clement, O loving, 
O sweet Virgin Mary!’”’ These words have now become part of the 
prayer, to which hey give a fitting ending. So we see that it was 
the piety and devotion of two holy men which gave us this beautiful 
prayer to our Heavenly Mother. Let us hope, dear Little Lovers, that 
you will repeat it every day and find in it help for soul and body. 


Practice: Think of the Blessed Virgin Mary as your loving Heav- 
enly Mother. When you visit Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, remem- 
ber that you are visiting her Son. Ask your Heavenly Mother for a 
great love for Holy Mass and for the Blessed Sacrament and for holy 








32 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


purity. Imitate the love of Jesus for His Mother by obeying as He 
did, without grumbling, or putting off what you are asked to do. 





Aspiration: 

Mother Mary, to thy keeping Cares that vex us, joys that please us, 
Soul and body we confide, Life and death we trust to thee; 
Toiling, resting, waking, sleeping, Thou must make them all for Jesus, 

To be ever at thy side; And for all eternity! Father Faber 
Pe ee ee eT a a eee ee 
Help Us to Help 
the distressed, hungry and homeless 


War-Sufferers of Europe 


by contributing 
money for food, medicine and clothing 
also discarded (or new) shoes, clothing, etc. 


“Give and it shall be given to you, good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over...” (Luke vi. 38). 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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HELP WANTED 


We are in need of a reliable man in our dairy barn, to help with 
hand milking and operating milking machines. Modern buildings and 
equipment. Good wages. Please furnish references. 

Also a mechanic and an electrician to assist in the operation and 
maintenance of various equipment in our institution. Need not be li- 
censed. A good opportunity for someone who desires to learn this trade 
or improve in it. Single men preferred. References required. Kindly 
apply to: Mother Superior, Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Missouri, 
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